
Curry County Emergency Services 

September is Emergency Preparedness Month and it is important to know what 

emergency services are available in Curry County.  Currently, Jeremy Dumire is 

Curry County’s Emergency Manager and he is currently VERY busy on several 

fronts.   

In January 2020, COVID-19 hit our country and Dumire has been working closely 

with our Public Health Administrator, Sherrie Ward.  They have been on daily 

update calls with OHA (Oregon Health Authority), ECC (Emergency Command and 

Coordination), and other necessary organizations.  Dumire has submitted daily 

reports to the State dealing with the status of COVID-19 in Curry County.   He said 

“he is working with Ward on planning and logistics for response and recovery of 

COVID.” 

Planning and education are key components for emergency preparedness.  In his 

tenure of 3 years, Dumire has accomplished the following in these areas: 

1.  CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training has taken place 

quarterly in County cities.  When Dumire first started, there were only 6 

people in the County that had CERT training.  We now have over 200 

individuals that have been trained.  All of these individuals are trained to 

help in their communities if we have a disaster in the County.  Ruth Dixon is 

currently the coordinator for CERT.  If you wish to receive training for CERT 

please contact Jeremy Dumire at 541-247-3208 or Ruth Dixon at 541-373-

0554. 

2. CARES (Curry Amateur Radio Emergency Services) has been formed by 

Dumire and includes HAM operator clubs in Brookings, Gold Beach, and 

Port Orford.  Special training is needed for anyone to operate a HAM radio.  

HAM radios are the most reliable source of communication when all other 

forms of communication fail during emergency situations.  Dumire was 

instrumental in procuring a grant to purchase repeaters.  These repeaters 

allow HAM radio communication to go further distances and they will 

enable all of the HAM radio operators to report to the emergency center in 

case of disaster. 



3. DART (Disaster Animal Resource Team) has been formed in Curry County to 

help with housing of animals during disasters.  Dumire indicated:  “the 

Curry County Fairgrounds in Gold Beach is now open for displaced animals 

that are being affected by fires in the Medford, Grants Pass and 

surrounding areas.”   Dixon has also been coordinating this team. 

As disasters occur, it is important for our Emergency Manager to update and 

inform the Board of Commissioners and the public.  At the Board of 

Commissioners meeting on September 9th, Dumire gave a very comprehensive 

update on the Oregon fires.  He stated that none of the fires were caused by 

lightening.  Commissioner Sue Gold asked if the fires were caused by arsonists 

and he indicated that the authorities were not sure at the time.  Factual 

information is important during times of disaster.  He stated: “One less spark, one 

less wild fire” and “people that want to help could donate to the disaster 

organization of their choice such as Red Cross, Reach out World Wide, or other 

religious or nonprofit organizations.”   

Commissioner Gold, who is also the President of the Cape Ferrelo Fire District, 

was pleasantly surprised when she attended the Cape Ferrelo Fire District on 

September 9th and she saw over 25 people in attendance.  Jeremy Dumire was 

also there to give an update of the current fire situation that has affected our area 

with heavy smoke.  Many of those who were in attendance were concerned and 

Jeremy was able to give a factual presentation about the current status of the 

fires and how the fires could possibly affect our area. 

Gold stated that:  “I feel confident with the County’s ability to deal with a disaster 

with Jeremy at the helm as Emergency Manager.  He is well informed as the 

liaison to all disaster groups in the County, State, Federal, and private non-

governmental agencies like Red Cross.  He also monitors fires and weather by 

regular attendance at meetings with the national weather service, Oregon 

Emergency Management, Curry County Fire Defense Board, and partnering 

agencies including the Tolowa Nation.” 

Citizens can get more information about emergency preparedness at:  

curryoem.com  



Submitted by:  Commissioner Sue Gold 

 

 


